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 wuntruths they doe maintain; and which is worſt of all, are not aſham 


- Whichthis 1s none of the leaſt, which they ſay, That (ings are not reſponſcll to any, ſave 


King, who Swearesto rule and goyern them accordiag to the Laws of God, and of _ 
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and Reeſon,to provethar Cings ought as well as others 
ro bee accountable for their Actions, 
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MATTHEW 22, 21, 
Render unto Ceſar the things that are Clars,and unto God the things that are Gods, 
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By awell wiſher to the Church of God, HisKing and Comntrey, 


 An1 dedicated to all fuch as love the Truth. 
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p Here will be times (Gaithche Apoſtle)wherein men will 1» indure ſound dottrine, 2 Tim, 
'T': .Y, but will give heed to ſeduceing ſpirits, and doftrines of devils, 1 Tim, 4.x. And-cer - 
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tainly.ifever theſe times ſhall come ro be fullfilled-now they are, when as Court © 

Paraſites and ambitious flatterers,Divines as well as others whoſe chiekeſt Policy now - 

it is to have mens perſons tn admiration for advantage ſake, Inde 16, and to pleaſethole by 
whom they may. be dignified or rewarded; care not what falftics they fpeak.nor what 

dn father cheir 

lies even upon the very Scriptures of truth themſelys, reſting the ſame (as $, Peer faith; 

2 Pet.2.16. through their willingly wilfull rag; ag their an deſtruttion. Among 


God.f+r their a*tons : And for this they bring the ſaying of the Preacher, Fecle/.$.4 where; 
he faith thus, Where the word of « {ing is, there is poWver,and Who may ſay ut) him waat doeſt. * 
tho Which words if they be throughly ſcan'd and examined , you (hall find they 
yeeld no ſuch conftruRtion;but rather the contrary : For' in the 24 yerle before going, 
the W 1{e man gives us this charge, fo Ef the ings Commandement, TI (appale; if chey 
underſt1n4chemfelys.chey will not ay .thac by vertue therof we are bound ra do what. 
ſocver the King'injoynes us, whether it be right or wrong :. buc that. ic hath-reſpet to 
thoſe things'thar are cither agreeable , or at leaſt nor contrary tothe Commandement 
of God ; and the reaſon therof is given in the words following, in regard of the Oath: 
of God. Now there are none (I think) will fay (if Kings come lawfully in with the 
choice and conſent of their People. as all lawfull Kings doe) that his Ouch hata oaly 
reſpect unto the Pe>ple, as it ir did bind only on their part ; bur alfo on the part of the 
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the Land; and upon this condition they Sweare Obedience unto him. This we may 
{ce lutticiently proved by the Covenant of David made with his people, 1 Chr0n, 11.1, 
' awhere it is ſaid, All the Elders of Ifrae! came: tothe K ing to Hebron, and Dayid made a Cove 
"nent With them in Hebron before te Lord : and then it followes, they anointed him K tmg over 
Jſrael, And then again wee ſee this proved by the mutuall Oath between leaſh and his 
people, 2 Chron, 22.11 . where itis laid, they br:ught out the Kings Son, and put upon him the 
.Crown,end gave hinthe Teſttinonte(that is to ſay) they made him enter into this Coyenant 
To keep the Law of God, and to Govern them accerding thereunto : and then it fol- 
.lowes,#2ty made him {{ ing,and Iehojada and bis 3ons Sd Ther and ſatd,God ſave the K ing. 
*And fo againiin the 16.y.of the ſame chapter. By this you fee here was an Oath aſwell 
'on the Kings part as on the peoples ; and thus the people are bound to Keep the Kings 
commandement, when he walks according to this rule. And ſuch is the Oath of the 
Kings of England when they come totheir Crowns and Kingdom es, 
n he {aich further in the 34 verſe , Be nut haſtie to goe out of his ſight, land not in an 
evill thing, for be doth whatſ»ever be pleaſeth, T hope there are none that dare be fo Sacri- 
lcgiouſly bold, as from thele.words to attribute untu Kings an Almighty power.as the 
words ſtefn to import, Which is an Attribute only proper unto Ged to be Almighty, 
as the Plalmiſt ſhews, F/al. 115. 3, Our God is in the heavens , he bath done Wh.tjoever he 
pleaſed : And P/il t35.6 Wraiſorver the Lord I ſed that did he in heaven and in ealt5,&c. 
"This were in an high meaſure to rob God of his glory, and to givethat to the creature 
koat is on'y due to the Cieatour. YetI know no reaſon why they may not ſay from 
aheſe words [ 1 be Xing doth whatſoever he ple:ſeth) that Kings have an Almighty power; 
as well as to ſay from the other werds(Who may ſay unts hm what 4oſt thou ? )that thertore 

ings ate accountable to none ſave God for their actions. For you ſee how the words 
follow one atgther, and what may be ſaid of Kings in one reſpeRt, may be ſaid of chem 
inthe other. Bur we may (if we will at leaft) cake notice, that theſe words arc brought 
in as having relation to good or evill;and that chis is a phraſe applyed untoKings.on' / oO 
| ſhew thattheir Power is great,and of a large extent, For the good of thoſe that ave Welland 
* for the puniſhment of thoſe that doe evill ; :nd tha in reſpe® thereof, we ſhould have an 
 awfulland reverentiall regard of theu: ; foro the words run, Stand not in an cvill thing, 
for he doth whatſuever he peefeth. 

\Then for the words following,which are queeed by thoſe that ſtand for the-unlimi-- 
- - ted Preropative, they have reipect allo tothe lame. And fo it is moſt true, Thit where 
' Be Word of a {ing is there 1s p3Wer : I, ſpeaking as a King ſhould, performing the Office 
- of a King; having reſpe& to his Oath and Covyenant between God nd his people, in 
commanding thoſe things that des and puniſhing thoſe things that are &vil/, then 


* indeed Who may ſay unto him What doſt thix > no man may ca)l him to Queſtion : for aſ« 
- muchas God the King of Kings hath. put this power into his:hands.” And what is 
* that indeed that makes Kings many times fo {lighted , and fo little feared of their peo= 
- ple butrhis,har they take no care at all co govern them according to their Laws ? and 
what is it on the other ſide that addes majeſtie and magnificence untothem , but this, 

- thatthey make the Lawg of God and of the Land the rules of Magiſtracie and govern- 
ment? Herein confifts the power of Kings.which the W iſe man here ſo much tpeaks 
* of. But now thatthis place isnot'fo to be underſtood, as the Royalilts of our timesfor 
£ nments ons ooh it. Fen « ings ole t accountable = men for (or anars may 
- ealilie appeare, by comparing this place wich that in Dan, 4.7 5. where Nebucaanear 
- akerthache was reſtored again to his ſences,and to his Lingo, makes this acknow= 
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ledgement con-erning the power of God (Who may ſay unto him Whet doſt thou>)Imply- - 
ing thus much, that howſoeyer Kings may be great , and their power may reach yery 
farre, as he for his own part was none of te meanelt, being the greateſt Monarch that 
wasthen in the world .yet this did not belong unto him,nor unto any King elſe what= 
ſoever but was Gods ſole Prerogative only Go be reſponſall unto none for his ations, 
By this you ſee how weak this place is for their purpoſe , who from hence would 
prove Kings unl:mited power , ag unaccoumable to any ſlave (30d : whereas all that the 
W iſe man aimes at, is nothing bur this , co thew the exten: of the power of Kings for 
their peoples good, as by their Oaths they are tycd. by a'l lawtull wayes :o advance it ; 
and withall to fignifie unto us, wharan awfull regard we. ought to haye of Kings, 
whom God hath inveſted with ſuch a power. 
I : But ſay thev Kings are Gods, and therfore are not accountable for any ations 
they doe, and the Scripcure calls them fo. eo 
Anſw, 1: is true,the Scripture doth fo : yet none I beleeye will be fo blalphemous as 
to ſay they are b:v4b, ſuchas have an fokie being of and from themlelyes from all 
eternity : They will at wol{ confeſſe them to be bur Elim, and this name of God is 
communicable,and is oftentimes in Scripture applyed unto other creatures, both An=- 
gels and Men ; ye. nor to ſuch Men only as have King|!y dignity , bat unco all Rulers 
and Governours wharſoever 3 as we inay ſee Pſal. $2.1. where ic is ſaid,20d /tands mthe 
Cong/egation if the mighty, be judgeth among the Gods. And in the words following. the 
Pſalmift incites, ko, tirres them up to the performance of their guries , in their place 
ſaying. How long will ye judge unjuſtly, aud accept the perſons of the wicked; defend the paore and . 
fatherle/ſe , doe juitice to the affli:te:l and needy, deliver the poore and needie, rid them out of the 
hand of the wicked, Then in tne 6, verſe againe he faith, [ have ſaid ye are gods &ec. In all 
this here we ſee there is not a word ſpoken of Kings in particular , but generally this 
phraſe is applyed unto all Rulers and Magiſtrates whatſocyer : and befides we know 
that the duries before ſpoken of, are proper to them as well as unro Kings, Moreover, 
I doe not know in all the Scriptures, where this word Elobim is fo particularly applyed 
unto Kings as it ſo be in regard thereof, they ſhould be leſle accountable for their afti- 
ons then any other Rulcrs, Sothen if this berrue, as we plainly our of Scripture fee it 
is; that other Rulers as well as Kings are called Gods, then Kings as well as other Ru- 
lers are accountable for their actions, unleſſe that we will fay that all Rulers and Go- 
vernovurs wharſoever ate not accountable unto men for what they doe. en: 
Burt fay they. Kings are the ogneft powers on earth. how then can they be accountable 
unto thoſe rhat are inferiour and under them, which 1s not accidenrall unto other Ru-. 
lers and Governours. becauſe there are higher above them that they may give accompt 
_ : burnone are above Kings : therfore they are to giye accompt to nones layeonly 
nſ.. T deny that Kings on earth are the higheſt powers , and this I ſay , that the King- 
dome is above the King, and ſo conſequently the repreſentative body therof, the whole 
power of all the body of the people of the Land, being by generall conſenttranſmitted 
over unto it; and I prove itthus : The end is alwayes greater then"the weaues, or the 
meanes are ſubordinatetothe end, and therfore muſt needs be inferiour, for the; meanes | 
conld never hayebin buc for ſuch or ſuch an #d for which they were appointed ? 
no wiſe man that underſtands what he faith will deny, bur that che cauſe is Zreater then! 
the effe## : bur Kings were ordained for this end; they were cholen and appointed. bath 
by God and Man, to be a meanes for Hou © of the good and-welfare of their King 
2 om 


* domes, and had there bin.no people, therehad bin no Kings : by which it appeares, 
- pu have their dependance upon their People , ho they were the primary 
| rand 


cauſe, and Kings but the effetts proceeding from them : therfore their Kingdomes are 
greater then they; and ſoconſequently the repreſentative bodies therot: And ſurcly 
there is omwhat in it too,chat Kings are call'd the Miniſters and Seryanis of the State, 
and fo all good Kings and Governours have acknowledged themſelys to be. 
* Thengagaive, Kings are bur the ordivance of Man, as the Apolt)c ſhews, 1 Peb.2.13. 
Submit your ſelves to every 1 «mance of man fir the Lords ſake, whe wer it be to the ( ing 44 ſu- 
© preme, Where the Apolile gives us this cxhortation, to ſubmit to Kings though they be 
the ordinance of man. Now will any: fay that they which doe infuſe a power into 
others. arc inferiotr unto them into whom they doe infuſe itz, that the power electing 
is infer10ur tothe power clected; chat the originall is inferiour to the coniequence; that 
the fouritain head :s inicriour to the Rtreams that flow from it ? I belecye there ate 
none chat are in their right ſences will ſay it. So then, if the peop.c are the originall of 
that power that is in Kings , andrthat the pawer they have is borrowed from them , as 


the ffreams flow from the Foun:ain , let any judge whether is greater the King or his | 


people. Not any particular perſon amcng che people,nor any particular Corporations 
or Aſſemblies therof bur the whole body of the people 1 ſay confidered rogether;or thoſe 
that by eſpeciall conſent of all the people do reprelent the whole. 

Bur here it may be (aid, How fay you that Kings are the ordinance of man, doth not 
the Apoſtle once and againe Kom.,r 3.1,8c. call all Rulers, and fo conſequently Kings 
tbe ordinance of God > Let every ſoule be ſubjett to the higher powers, for there is no power but of 
God,the powers that be are ordained of God : Wheſoever therfore rejiſteth the power reſeſteth the 
ane of God, &c, If they bethe ordinance of God , how be they the ordinance of 

enthen ? 

ry tes Here give me leave to aske one Queſtion : Say any Policie or State chuſe 
any kind of Goyernment, whether Kings, or Dukes. or Judges,or the like, and by ge- 
nerall conſent for the good of the people they eſtabliſh ic by Law » is not this then a 
bumane ordinance, this or that kind of Goyernment that they bave choſen; yet ſuppoſe 
you will not deny but chat this is the ordinance of God, that now they ſhould {ubmir 
themſelys thereto > Thetfore the Apoſtle ſpeaking concerning Magiſtrates in Kow. 23. 
faith not a word concerning Kings , as if they were-more a diyine Ordinance then 
other Rulers, bur in generall terms, he ſaith, that «ll rulers Whatſsever are cf. God: But 
when he comes to ſpeak of Kings in particular, as he doth x 7et.2,13. he calls them the 
ordigence of man, wherby he doth as it were comment upon, and explain the meaning 
of thoſe words of $. Paul, hom. 3. as ifhe ſhould have ſaid thus : Its .rue, Power, Ma» 
giſtracie,and Government is the crdinance of Ged, and by divine inſtitution, : but ſoare 
not Kings: nor this,nor that, nor any other kind of goyernment, they are of man; and 
through his appointment. So that I fay Kings, for their kind of government; are the 
ordinance of man : For God hath not tied any le in his Word, that they ſhall be 
- governed by Kings-or by Dukes, or by Judges, or Eſtates, or the like, bucreterres taat 

unto themſelys for their choice , according as they ſhall ſee moſt.conyenicn: for their 
poor and proſperity; bur when this or that kind of government is ordained and clia- 
aliſhed by generall conſent of I 05 this is tbe ordinance of God, which che Apoltle 


gives FETngF. that ey the be ſubject wnto (according tothe d faying. /ox Populi, vox 


e yoice of the people is Gods voice) Which they that re ſhall receive to tlemſelys 
damnation, So that till you ſeethere is a power on carth aboye Kings (as I ſaid whore) 
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which lies in the generallity of the people, from whence they doe receive as from their 
Fountain head their Soveraign:y and Kingly dignitie, 7-322 5-Mf 

Now then from what hath bia ſaid, followes this conſequence of necefficie , that if 
there be a gicater power on earth then Kings are, Then Kings are ac for 
their actions cherumo. and ougit to be tubject'as well as others, as appeares by that in 
Kom, 13 1, Let every ſouls be ſbre ts the higher powers, for there bs no us but of God, the © 
powers that be are oraamed of God, &c. Whoſeever therfore refsſterb the power, reſiſteth the 
ordinance of God, and they that reſi/t jhall receive ro themſelves damnation. In which words 
we ſce the Apoltle gives a general! charge to all interiours to ſubmic themſelvesro - 
their ſuperiours : therfore if Kings be inferiour ro theur Kingdomes, and fo conſe= 
quently to the repreſentative bodies therot ; then Kings ought by yertue of this charge, 
to be ſubject thereunco as well as others, : 

But how oughe they 5 tubmir, what? in doing only; and in matter of obedience, 
are they diſcharged there, ſo as though they abuſe their power neyer fo exorbitantly, to 
ſpoile, opprefle,a nd actroy their people. cenſure may not paſſe uponthem, nor puniſh = 
ment be inflicted? ſurely I find no ſuch diftinCtion in all the word of God : Nay,we 
are commanded'the contrary, and the law of nature tcacherh us as much, thar it there 
be a tcſtred and a gangreen'd member in the body , that would deſtroy the whole , to 
Cur it off tor the preſeryation of the whole. | 

I, ir is true will they fay , if there be any feſtred or corrupted member inthe body 
thac would deſtroy the whole, we ought to cut it off, rather then to ſuffer all.the body 
to periſh, the Law of God and nature teacheth us rhus much: butin caſe the head 
ſhould have any Gangreene in it , and you cut that oft, you doe immediatly deſtroy 
the body ; the life can not be preſerved when the Head is gone. So in hke manner,the 
King he is the Head of the State, and in that reſpect he hath ſuch an influence upon the 
State, that if you cut Him oft, you deſtroy the whole Srate rogether with Him, as you 


. deſtroy the body when you take away the head therof : therfore be he neyer fo wicked, 


He is to be ſoffered and borne wirhall, 

Anſw, This fimilitude or reſemblance here doth not hold good, therfore we muſt 
diſtinguiſh between a naturall head, and a civill head : for if the naturall head of the - 
body of man be taken away, the body dies: but it is not ſo with the civill Head of the 
State,as experience doth ffficiently ſhew by the death of Kings. Bur if it were poſſible 
in the body of man , when one head is taken away to find another to put 11 his place, 
and ſo to preſerve the life as it may be dent in the State, ſurely Heads would oftentimes 
be changed, and cut off as well as other tnembers. So that it we will thus reaſon, that 
the Head ofthe State ſhould be in reſpeRt of His body, as the head of man in reſpect of 
the body of man, then it doth neceſlarily tollow, that the Head being dead, the body _ 
ſhould die alſo, as 1s manife{t.in the body of man, - But it doth:nothold- ſo inthe head 
of the State, as it doth in the head ot the body of man.-that if thc head of the State be cur 
off, the State dies, as doth the body ot man : therforethe King who isthe Head of the 
State, if a corrupted and a feftred Member , that may i ndanger the defiructionof the 
body of the State, ought to be cur oft, for the preſeryation of the whole, for, Salui populi 
ſuprema Lex: nothing ought to be ſo much regarded as the Peoples fafety,” which is the 
end of all Law and government: whatſoever. [ 

Thisfimilicude, though-it hold/not good as it is aboye propeſed ; yet-it doth in the 
coutrary , thatif a King by his wicked and Tyrannicall courles , doth deſtroy his 
Kingdome, he doth deſtroy himſclfe, as when thenaturall body 1s deftrgyed, the head 
ef neceſſity muſt periſh with it, (7a. I bur 
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T but will fome fay this is trange , Where in all the Scripture doe you find that the 
"people have with Gods likeing and approbation ſo much as refilted their Kings, how 
* - much. leſſe cenſured them, or brought them to cryall or puniſhment, for any actions 
'thatevyer they have done ? | TAS 
- For the firſt ofthele T Anſiwer,that Kings in their wicked and ungodly courſes have 
' bin reliſted by their people , the Spirir ofGod {peaking by way of commendation of 
them. for it,or at leaſt wiſe not diſapproving the ſame. This is evident by divers places 
of Scripture; As firſt of all we have an example hereof in lonathans caſe, 1 Sam,14 44- 
where. becaule that ſonathan had caten a little Honey contrary to the Commandemenc 
of his Father 5aw,who was then King of [/racl, he would have put him to death; there. 
upon the people Rand up in his ju(t defences againl(t Saul his Father, ſaying, Shall Iona 
than die who hath Wrought th: great faiv4tion inl[frael, God forbid,as the Lord lives there thall 
not one baire of his head fall to the gro:md, for he hath wrought With God this day. Then it 
followes, the people reſeuea Imathan that ne died not, Did they not think you reliſt Saul, 
when the people reſcued him out of his hand whether he would or no , and contrary 
to the Oaththar he had {worne ? | 
Secondly. we have the example of David in Xcilah, x Sam, 2.3.7 &c. where David 
being at Xeilab, and Saw! hearing of it, thought he had got now his oportunity to take 
him, that he might kill him.as oftentimcs he had betore indeayourcd : bur it fo p.caled 
God,that this came to Dav1as cares, that Saul feceretly prattifed milchict againtt him,co 
come and take away his life. Hereupon David inquires of God, Firlt ro know whe- 
ther it were ſoor ne, as that Saul would come downto { ciizb ? God antwers him rlat 
he would. Therup6n the fecond time he asks him Whe:ber the men of { cilah Wud.1 den 
liver kim and his men tmmto the hand of Saul, or no ? God anſwers him that be would deliver 
him up. By this laſt it doth clearly appeare, that if fo be the Keilites would have bin 
true to Dabid, and have Rood to him , be would have maintained the Town againſt 
- Saxb, and have defended himlelfe in it : otherwiſe, why ſhould David aske God the ſe- 
cond time, Whether the men of K aalah would deliver him up and his men into the hands of Saul, 
or ne? he might have gone his way, when that he heard Sau! would come down, without 
asking any more queſtions, unlefle we will Gy thatthe ſecond queſtion , which David 
"propounded to aske of God, was ftivolous-and yaine, and fo conſequently the anſwer 
that God gave it ; which I ſuppoſe there are none will be fo bold as to affirme. (This 
* was the very caſe of Sir lohn Hotham in Hull, who for this very ation His Majeſtic 
was pleaſcd to Proclaime him Traytor.) 

Then againe, it may be further faid of D«>id, if he had not had a purpoſe to have 
refifted Saul in caſe of exigency,and extremity-what did he with 600.men about hitn ? 
he might haye fled from Saul when he was coming towards him, without ſuch a train 
and guard of men attending him, and fo have fayed himſelfe without them. Nay. he 
in all probability haye eſcaped his hands better , for had he noc had ſo many 


m 
wit 
haye bin fo cafily diſcovered. And beſides this, we read 1 Chron. 2.2 2. that 7 here came 
to David to help ham before Sauls death an hoaſt, like the koaſt of God : and what ? was all 

this preparation and aſſitance for nothing ? 

One more example 1 will bring our of the Scriptures , and that is of King Vzzia), 
2 Chron,2.6.16. who ine*oached upon the Office of the Prieſts, and would take upon 
him to offer Incenſe.inths Temple of the Lord , contrary to/the expreſle commande- 
ment of God : whereupon it is faid in the 17. verſe, that 4zariab the Prirjt Went in after 
: Im, 


| ig he might have kept liimſelfe the more cloſe, and ſecret, fo chat he could not 
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| bim,and with bim foureſcore Priefts of the Lord, that were valiant menand they withſtood V224- 


ab the King, and ſaid unto him, ut: pertaineth not to thee /22:iah to burn Tacenſe unto the Lord, 
but to the Prieſts te ſons of Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn incenſe; goe out of the Santtuary, 
for thou haſt treſpaſsed,neither ſhall it be for thine bonour from the L:rd God, Then Va22ah was 
Wwroth, and bad a Cenſour in his hand to burn Incenſe : and while he was Wwroth with the Prieſts, 
the Leproſie even roſe upon h1s forebesd, before the P1 _ in the houſe of the Lord, beſides the [n= 
cenſe altzr, Then dzariah the chief Prieſt ,and all te Prie'ts looking upon him,and beholding that 
be was leprous in his forehead, thruſt kim out from thence, Tfthis be nor refiſtance, 1 know 
not whar 1s, * 


Beſides all this, the more to ſtoppe the mouthes of ſuch ill affe&ed perſons in our 


times, that will take"upon them to make much more of Kings, then ever God made or 
did intend,there are exaniples eyen in the Primitive times among che Chriſtians, who 
have reliſted their Kings in their Fnfull and unlawfull actions. Asto inftance in —_ 
niusthe Emperour, who had granted tothe Chriſtians to injoy their Rehgion, yet after- 
wards turning perſecutor, they ſent for Conſtantine the great to affiſt them againſt him, 
and overthrew him. And againe being perſecured by the King of Perſia, the Chriſti- 
ans ſent for Tycodoſuss the Emperour to help them again{t him. And I doubt not bur 
if the Eccleliaſticall Hiſtories of thote times were ſearched there might more examples 
of this nature be found out. | 


Burt beſides all this, we have-ſeen and known the like in our own times, as lately in: - 


the Scots, whoin the King himſelfe, that now is, acquirted, when he came co a right 
underftanding. So the Proteſtants in France, England all Queen Elzabeths dayes did velp 
them. In our dayes again, in King Charles his own reigne, we ſent over a greatForce, 


in ſhew at leaſt , ro help Rochel againit the King of France, So in High lermanie, the 


Princes here mainain their right againſt Charles the 5, and were helped by France and 
England, In the Neatber-Lands it isevident from the beginning, Now ſhall we wake 
upon us-to condemn all theſe Churches for ſo doing ? 

Then forthe ſecond, which is ihe principal) point here in diſpute, Whether Kings 
incalc chey doe Tyrannize over their People Oppreſle,Spoile and Deſtroy their Sub 
jects, and doe other fuch like wicked and unnaturall ations, may have Cenſure and 
Puniſhment inflicted upon them, according to the nature of their ſeverall Ofences > 
They ſay where 1s chere any example or exprefle command in Scripture for ts? -*'-* 

nſw, Tc isirue, there are noexamples, or Commands in Scriprure for this particu 
lar caſe, or ac leaft.not as I know of ; -yetthat matters not, ſo long as we have a rule to 
walk by,.and Commanids in generall that reach toall particulars. And tor thisthe like 
may very well be faid, as may for Parents murthering of their Children, there isno 


Gigs Law ſet down,enher divine or humane, for the puniſhmenc ot ſuch/the thing is' 
> deteltable an i comary to. yery nature, that it may be conceived , that therewould 
bc.none-fuch found : - but if there be,there are generall Laws'in force tor their cenfure 
and puniſhment; as in caſe of Murther 3 and by how much the nearer the relation is, . 


the greatcr being the bond and tye for procuring the peace and welfare of luch and 
ſuch parties, ſo much the greater is the offence, and fo much the more liable are they to 


puniſhment. So I fay. though there are noparticulac Laws ſer down; for the correct» * 
ingaad puniſhing of ſuch-Kings and Princes,as doe Opprefle,Spoit: and Deſtroy their 
People. yer fo much is included in choſe generall Laws both of God and Man; and fo 

much the more liable are they to Cenlure and purgſ.ment » by how much they are * 


Orcdaincd, to be greater inftrumencs of the good and well being of their People then 
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others are, (For this is the very nature and being of a King, He is. ſuch a one gs cares 
and provides for the Commonwealth, takes pleafure in the commodity and profit of His 
Subjedts ; and in all: his doinzs hath reſpeRt ro the proſperity of thoſe over whom He 
rulech,) Now what thoſe generall Laws are, it is well known; As for cxample, This 
God hath ſaid, He that (beds mans bl 0d, by man ſhall his blaod be ſhed, Gen.g'6. And He tbat 
blaſphemes the Name of the Lord,(hall ſurely be put te death, Levic.24.16. And again, If thy 
brother, the ſon of thy mother, or thy ſon, or thy daug bter, or the Wife of thy boſome, or thy friend, 
Which 4 as thine 0Wn ſoule,(the King himſelf may be within, the compaſle of cheſe,or moſt 
of theſe relations, as the caſe is pur) intice thee ſecretly, ſaying, let us goe arti ſerve other gods, 
Which thou haſt not known thou nor thy fathers, thau ſhalt not conſent unt? bim, nor bearken unto 
bm, neither ſhall! ine eye wy him.neither ſhalt thou ſpare neither (halt thou conceal him, but thou 
(halt ſurely kill bim thine bend [hal be firſt upon him ts put him to death;md afterWards the hand of 
people,and thou {halt ſtone him Wit ſtones that he dye,Deut,x 3.6,8c. In which words 
the Spirit of God plainly ſhews, that in this caſe, the greateſt and neareſt relation of 
friendſhip, love and duty, that we can owe to any whatſoever they be,of what digni:y 
or degree ſocyer ſhould not make us deſiſt from the execution of Juſtice, Theſe things 
are ſpoken you ſee without the leaſt exception that may be, that incaſe the Rulers or 
the King ſhould do thus,that the like ſhould not be done into them : but (30d requires 
that Equity and Juſtice be done alike upon all wichour reſpe&t of perſons; as we well 
know thatthis is the chargethat God hath given Deut.16.19. Thou ſhalt not wre/t judge. 
* ment, thou ſhalt not reſpett perſons, Where God ſhews thus much unto us, that to reſpect 
the perſong of any in matter of Judgement, or Juſtice, is to wreſt Juſtice, and to oc 
afide from that which is right. God will have equall and impartiall judgement ad- 
| miniſtred alike unto all » An the reaſon hereof isgiven by the Holyghoſt inthe place 
before cited,Deat.r 3.11. That all Iſrael may heare and feare, and doe no more any ſuch Wicked< 
ne/ſe, Now there is none that will deny, but that Kings by nature are as bad as any, 
and are ſubje& to be worle then any others, by reaſon of thoſe Flatterers and evil 
Counſellours, that uſually are about them . as we may fee in the examples of [v/b, 
2 Cbron.24 17. and of Reboboam, 2 Chron.10.8 &c. ſhould it be fo then thatthere were 
no Laws in force binding unto them as well as unto Us , and examples of true and 
equall Juſtice made upon them as well ag upon others, it were the very next way to 
open apappe to all Kings and Princes toall manner of wickednefle and licentiouſnes, 
and ro makethem Tyrants. chat otherwiſe would be good and gracious towards thcir 
People. Wheras this would be a very good meanes to keep Kings in as well as others, 
from running into ſuch extravagant courſes.to the diſhonour of God, and the deftru- 
Rion of their-people as uſually they are wont to doe; unlefle we will lay that God hath 
given unto Kings, and Princes, a diſpenſation above ail others . to run headlonz unto 
Hell without controule. They that teach ſuch Do&rine, by tfiis now it appeares, what 
—_—_ they are unto them. whatſoever chey may pretend , who would make Kirigs'of 
all others'the molt miſerab'e, by aſcribing unto them an unreſtrained liberty to all 
wickednefle whatſoever. to their deftruRtion, 
But here comes in anather O5j:<ction,for will ſome ſay againe, ney gre Gods anoyn- 
ted: cherfore men may not queſtion'them.much leffe may they touch their lives. what- 


ſoever their ations ies Ang chus muchfaich 'Dayid concerhing Saul, who was (ing 


of Iſrael. though he were @-wicked King. and his enetny that ſought his life 3 and that. 
for nojuſt cauſe neither; yer rt had an opportuiyity to {lay him, 1 $41.24 6, 
he ;chus, Toe Lord forbsd that Þ. ſbanld doe this thins unto my Maſter #5e Lords anointed, 

F ——_ bo 
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Bo ſtrotth forth wind hand aguin/t bim, ſeeing be ts the anointed of 4he Lord, $6 294ine; x Sami, 
ky ya Wh) can ee rb ſe of fol ne,'x To, | 


ftrete! his hand ak the Lards anointed and be guiltleſſe | 
To this I anſwer, David was a private man {norwihſizading he was Sauls ſucceffor 
by Gods appointment to che Crowne ) and fo had n> warrant to doe ſuch a thins as 
this.as to take away the life of Sau! the King, though hee had done him, or ſhould ſecke 
to doe him never ſo much harm. For in a caſe tarre Inferiour to this, wee know that 
ifa private man be a Thicke, and by Law is condemned co die, yet n> man may lay vi- 
ol:nt han.s upon him to take away his lite, but onely in a Legall way, and by the cxe- 
cutioner that is by authority appointed for this putpoſe, +it any man (ſhould, hee 
would be 2ccounted a mu:therer for ſo doing. and bee liable to luffer the Law in that 
caſe provided. So then if this cannot bee juſtihable upon a private perſon con lemned 
by Law.much leſle then upon a publike perfon, c{pecially ſuch a one 3s a Kang is, and 
uncondemned roo. Therfore in this cafe had David raken away Sauls life ,, who was 
then King of {/ratl, he had bin much to blame, and had fin1cd exceeding]y in te fight 
of God, wherfore David would no: doe it. F. 
Bur we doe nt know wha: Dav:{ would have done, or what he might have done, 
in caſe Sul ſhould forceibly haye come upon him to have caken away his life , in his 
own jult defence tor his own fafery and preleryation : for cle for what end had David 
thoſe 600. men with him > Surely ic will be anſwered, and I beleeve the moſt malig- 
pe nant among them all wil! not deny it , that he had them for his Defenze + was itſo ? 
Then cruly I think char they that will defend themſelvs,by Arms 1n1 armed men,muſt 
needs off:nd, when they are ottended. For this is a meere conceip: thateyen very chil- 
dren will be ready to laugh at , to ſay that when a mans enemy comes againſt him to 
doe him a miſchief he muſt only defend himſelfe.but muſt nor Rrike againe.. For how 
is this poſlible, for a man to defend himſelfe from his enemy , and yet nor offend his 
enemy ? | 
Then for afmuch as Kings are call'd the anointed of the Lord, they are fo call'd inewo 
reſpects. Firſt either in regard of the Anointing Oyle that was pawred upon them, by 
: the performance of which Ceremonie they were inaugurized into their Fun&tions 
- and Offices. Or elſe. in regard of that authority,' which by their people they arc eleRed 
unto, whereby they become Gods Deputies and V icegerents here on earth, in culing 
and governing of his people. | | . 
For the firſt of theſe, in aſmuch as X#gs are ca[l'd the anointed of the Lord, becauſe of 
| the Anointing Oyle that was powred upon them, by the performance of which Cere- 
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mony they were inwgurized into their FunXions, whereof ſome there were that God 
did in a more eſpeciall manner thus in{tirute and ordaine, eyen by Hisown immedi. 
ate appointment, as to wit Saul, David, Solomon, Iebha,ant Hazel, whom he commnnlded 
b :- Elyabto Anoynt King over Syria.Yet I ſee no ground,nor reaſon, why eyen theſe ſhould 
not be reſponſall to the Lawes and to their K1ngdomes, for their Ation.s For I do not 
perceivethat God did any whit hereby exempt them from the obſcryance of his Laws, 
either ARively or paſſively. If not, then farely they that would attribute thus much 
unto them, doe exalt and ſet them above the Laws and Commandements of God (for 
ou mult underſtand that the judiciall Laws in thoſe times. whereby God would haye 
ſis peopleto bee governed , were immediately ordained of Godzas well ag any other 
Laws whatſoever)which therfore for my own part I conceive tobe:n2 lefle then blaſe 
phemy; art leaſt I am ſure it is a high contemptof (32ds ordinance. -* Wherfore now 
(with ſubmiſſion to better judgements) wheras f is ſaid , IVbocan-ſtretch forth b:s wor 
lb 424m, 


is a thing notto be raſhly or unadyiſedly done by any, and that it belongs to none bur 
to the Magiſtrates only, andrthar in a lega)l way. having herein an a.vfull and reyercn+ 
tiall regard ot the Commandement of God. | 

: Yer turther I'will not deny but that it may probably be, that there may be fomwhar 
extraordinary i the cafe of theſe 5 Kings betore mentioned, their perſons being of 
Gods im.nediate choice,and by his eſpectall appointment inducted into that Function, 
as the rather it ſeems {oro be, becaule this term of the Lords anointed, I find it applyed 
in Scrip:ure to no King elſe,that was anointed with Oyle , but only theſe, though we 
read of divers Kings elſe beſides theſe.chat were anoi nted withrOyle. 

Thea for the other, in that Kings are called Gods anointed with reſpec to the a1#»9rity, 
which by their people they are cleted unto. whereby they become Gods Deputies and 
Viicegeremts here onearth; in ruling and governing of his peop'e, Thus, and no other- 
wiſe then thus are our Kings call'd the Anointed of the Lord : Now as much as this is 
proper an: belonging to other Rulers as well as to Kings, to be called Gods Deputies 
and V icegerents, and therefore it is chat they,as I ſhewed beforc,are cal'd Gods as well 


as Kings, which little is applyed unto them , in this regard. becauſe they repreſent the: 


+ place of God, and haye his Image (tamped upon them in a more eſpeciall manner, by 
meanes of that authority that God, by the conſent of his people bath conferred upon 
them for their good From hence theretore neither doe Ice any ground , why Kings 
ſhould not be accouncable for their ations. For if ſo be chat they are not accourrable 
in this regard becaule wiicy are Gods Deputics and V icegerenits, why then I ſay, nor a- 
ny other Rulers, nor Magiſtrates belides. becauſe they are Gods Vicegerents as well ag 
Kings ? The which, 1 thinke there are none will be fo fimple astoafftrme, 


So naw by whac hath been tad, we ſee thateven Kings in a legall way may bee re-- 


fiſted, neither do we want examples among our {elyes of this kind.and yer it is thought 
n" grievance or unlawfull thing, or unbeſeeming the profeſſion of good Chriſtians; as 
ſome doe fay. For it is not manitelt that the King himſelfe is impleaded-by his owne 
Subjects, and hath many times tryalls at Law with them at the Kings bench.and is di- 
vers times too oyerthrowne : An if this be done in lighter matters, then certainty 
much more it oughe .to be done in matters, of farre greater weight and conlequence,as 
in cales of oppreſſion, Tyranny, or Deftruttion of his People. 

Bur here againe lay they, ſhould wee grant you this , - that other Kings may be re- 
ffted, as you nave declared, and may Legally bee accountable for their aCtions-, yetthe 
caſe is notalike ber weene other Kings and ours of England, for as much as they have 
their ri ght rothe Crown by Conquett, as isevident by Wilftam the Conquerour,whole 
Succeſlors they w e, and therefore there is no other way for us now , but cither to.obey 
what chey c>mmand us, or elſe to ſubmit our ſclyes to ſuffer, 

Anſiv. Trgces beyond my apprehenſion to coneive, how this kind of arguing can 
hold good. and I do admire upon what ground it ſhould be builr, Bur beſides it is not 
here amiſle; co take notice cf the baſenefle and ſervility of the fpirits of theſemen, who 
can be ſo well concenttoargue themſelves into a very vaſſalage and flavery : Therfore 
for fatisaRion in this point as well as in the reſt , - wee mult take notice thatthere is a 
two fold conqueſtzone is Ablolute;and the'other is Conditionall, For the fix{t of theſe, 
willthey affirme it, that we are abſolutely conquered. and/fo overcom by an altogether 


over-ruling and Tyrannicall power.that our Lives,Perfons and Eſtates, lic at the mer-- 
cy.of the Conqueror, all that eyer wehaye being at his will and pleaſure, that hee may: 
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againſt tbe Lords anointcd and be guitleſſe, T ſupp ofe this to be the meaning of it; That this | 


a 
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make aprey of them how ne it, an when he I Tour any JYOrgas Or Ies on 
his part. towards his people, but that by vertue of the Conqueſt, we are whelly become: - 
his V aſſalls and ſlaves : I Gy in this caſe a people may by torce of Armes, nay they are . 
bound to doe it (for as much as all people ought both by the Law of God and nature to 
provide for their owne welfare and ſalvation) when they have a fit and convenient op- 
portun'ty, and ftrenzth ſiifhcient, to reſcue themſelves trom under the power of ſuch a 
Tyranny, and free themſelves from ſuch a Yoake, though irſhauld bee even with the 
perſonall deſtruftion of thoſe Kings, that ſhould uſurpe ſuch a power over them. And 
I prove it clearely by the examples of the people of (3od in the times of the !udges, ap» 
proved by the Spiric of God; as, ludg. 3. 8. Iſrael there rcb<lled againſt the Lord, by 
turning unto Idolls, whereupon it is faid, #he anger of the Lord was hot againſt Iſa, and he 
fold them into the hands of Cuſhan Riſhathaim Ang of Mefopotamia , aud the Children of 
[/racl ſerved Cuſhan Riſhathaim eight jeeres (har isto ſay, they ſerved him in a fervile -- 
{liviſh way) then it followes , that the Children of Iſrael! cryed unto the Lord, and the Lord 
rayfed up a deliverer unto the Children of Iſrael, who delivered them, even Ochniel the brother of 
Kcniz, Kalcbs younger brother, and the ſpirit of the Lord came up n him , and he judzedTſrael , 
and Went oug ts Warre, and the Lord delivered Cuſhan Riſhathaim, mto bis hand,and his band _ 
prevailed againſt Cuithan Riſhathaim, and ſo the Land vad reſp gr Teeres, 

By which words you ſee, that the people of God by force of Armes were violew ly 
overcome, and kept powerfully unler a Tyranny » for the ſpice of eight yeeres bur 
ſee when God had raiſed yþ unto them a deliverer, that is to ſay.on: tha would ſtand > ; 
up in detence of chem agaialt the King of Meſopotamie, who had them un ler , and they 
now had a convenicnt opportunity to redeeme themſelves from under this Tvranny, 
they take it;*and by force of Armes recoyer their liberty againe.- Ic is needlefle to in- 
Rance in any more particulars at large, I will therefore onely point our the feyerall pla- 
ces, that for your berter fatigfattion you may read them at your leaſure. The enſuing 
Story doth manifeſtly prove it beginning at the 12. verſe, &c. ſo againe, Indges 4. the 
whole Chapter is a S:ory to this purpoſe z This is cleare alſo in the example of Gideon, 
Who delivered Iſrael from the band of the Midianites, the Story is in the 6. and 9, Chap, of 
* Tudges, Te is cleare alſo by the example of Teptha, who delivered Iſrael from the hand of the © 
Ammonites, L«dges the 19.and 11.Chapters, So much in bricte may be faid concerning 
abſolute Conquett. Aninow I hope they will take heed, how they ſay, we were ab 
ſolutely conquered. Then for the other,and that is Conditionall Conquelt,'So fay they 
we were Conquered, and it is not denyed: That is to ſay; when William the. Conque= 
rour invaded the Land; we were content to ſubmit our ſelves unto him, (for the pre- 
vention of blood ſhed and deſtruQtion,thar otherwiſe might have enſued) to ſerye him 
as our Liege Lord, and Soveraigne, ſo that he would promiſe tro%govern us, according 
to theſe and theſe Laws and Cuſtomes . to which covenant hee conſented , as all the 
Kings of England have done fince. And fo we are become n2this {laves to be deſtroyed 
at his pleaſure, but his SubjeRs, having ſworne him and his Succeſfours A'Fegiance 
upon theſe'conditions. If thig be ſo; then here we plainely ſee, we are not bound roſub. 
mit to the Kings will and pleaſure, in all his commands, but onely lo farre foith as hee 
commands according to his Laws, which is the condition upon which we ſweare | 
him Allegiance, and become his Subjets, Therefore if the conditions of the Cove- 
nant be broke, and inſtead of governing his people by his Lawes, he rules them as hee” 
liſt, accordine to his will and pleaſure; is it noc manifeſt , tharthe King doth abfolve 
his Subjects from their Allegiance, nor Lo they any longer , legally bound :o cy 
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lm,” For chis every oneſcnowes , that when the conditio.1, whereby the Covenant, s 
tied to each partic, is broken, the Covenant it ſel/c by vertue thereot is quite diffolved, 
or at leaſt diffolyable ar the parties plea ſtare with whom the Covenant was made, By 
ehis it appeares that the King is as much bonnd to the Subjects as the Subjects to the 
King, and that in this caſe the Subjetts may make lawtull rchRance to recover their 
undoubted Liberties and P riviledges , and yet not bee termed Rebelis againſt their 
Prince.For none but they only can be called or efleemed ſuch,as violate their oathes of 
Allegiance, which we do nox,it the King break with vs his Covenant;wherby he hath 
bound himfelfe to us.and upon pertormance whercof we {weare him Allegiance. 

_ Buc now beſides all that hath bin faid,letus a little lock into the foul abſurdities that 
follow upon this cenent, that people mult fo fubmitthemſelyes unto their Kirgs, as ci= 
ther to obey their commands, though never ſo unlawtull , or elſe to ſuffer whatſce= 
ver they ſhall inflict upon them, and notto take up defenfive Armes againſt them : bur 
in caſe their Kings come againſt them in a hcſtile manner ſeeking their deſtruQtion; 
all chat they mult doe fay they, is to runne away from them. Burt. tay they doe ſv, they 
may fo follow and perlue their people, or incompaſſe thera in that they can be able to 
runne no jurther , lo that tpen they muſt either perforce Rand upon their detence , or 
ſubmit themſelves unto their mercv. Why ? I ay they, fo they mult. a!l rhe weapon 
—_ uſe in this caſe are prayers and tearcs. Sothacthen, it \e-0 like (hey ſhould 
wi1lh that the whole body of their people were but one necke, that hee night cur them 
oft ar one blow, they mult as we ſay, Jay their necks upon ihe block, and ſubm:t thent- 
- felvesto their owne dcſtruEtion. Aad ſo now conſequencly it follows» be their {ings 
neyer ſo great Tyrants, not onely over their bodies , bu: over thcir {cviestoo ( as +he 
Cale may be,they may fet up Popery and Idolatry in their King%emes, 25 the Kiros © 
Iſrael and Ludab did : nay it they will, bring in very Heathen:lnve, a4 witht 19 Uniere 
ly depriving their people of ailthe outward happinefle, and comfort ©! their hves, and 
alfo as much 2s in them lies, proſtituring the.r foules to utter ru.ne ; bv denying chem 
the meanes of their falyation') yet they may nor doe any thipg in thiz cate to help them 
ſelys by way ot juſt defence or Legall Juftice. If chis be lo. then indeed we are benul- 
ding ok1y tp the Kings good nature,for every thing that we have and doenjoy and not 
at all unto the Laws, and that w1ll provye good doftrine that hath not lens fince bin 
to freely taught among us, That our lives ,our Liberties, our Eſtates, our Wives and 

our Children, and ajl we haye, ate at the Kings mercy, and that wee doe 10Joy any of 
- theſe; itis of his mcer favor and bounty towards us : And then whar.nced ar all isthere 
'of any La wg or why {hould the Parliament trouble thernſelys ro ma ke any more Sta- 
- rutes 2r Ordinances, wherby to govern us ? the which how ridiculous it 1s, and how 
 abominably falſe, and contrary to Gods word, you haye already heard. n? 
It will not be improper for this diſcourte to looka little into-the cafe and conditi- 
on, which wicked Kivg, Ahz brought his people into by his. abominable Idolatry 
- Which he eſtabliſhed in the land, 2 Chron,20.3. Fe is ſaid, He burnt incenſe #mvhe h_ of 
dhe ſon of Hinnom, and burnt hb: children in the fire, after the ab. minations of toe beathen, whom 
the Lord caſt out bef.re the chil.fren of Iſrael, He ſacrifices alſo and burnt incenſe in the bigh 
* , plares,and on hills, and under every green tree ; When fore the L,.xd his God, it is ſaid, delivered him 
- , Into. tbe nand of the mg of 9 ria, and they ſmote him (that is to ſy; his people) and carryed 
© #Way.a great mrllitude of them captive,and brought them tz Damaſcus ; ond he Was alſq delivered 
 #nt6 the hand of the King of Iſrael, wh. ſmote him With a greas. ſlaughter. For Peca the ſonne of 
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12 000.ix one dey,which were all valiant men : and the rcaſon wy er 
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Becauſe they bad furſcken the Lord God of their fathers, By whoſe meanes was this that they 


had done it,was it-nor by reaſon of their Idolatrous King 4haz ? Then in the 8. vere, 
the c:tlaren of [ſrael carryed aWay captive of them 2 06c00, Women, ſous and daughters, and took, | 
alſo aWa y much ſpoile from them, and brought the ſpeale to Samara, Againe in the 16. verie, .. 
aha, ſends to whe {ing of Sy114 ta kelp kim againjt the Edomurs that came and ſmote ludah, who 
carr yed them aWay capiive; the Philijltms alfo had invaded the Cities of the low Countries , and of 
the ſouth of Tuaah,and had t aken divers Townes from them, as there they are reckoned up,and 
aWwelt there : for it is ſaid, The Lord brought Indab low becauſe of Ahaz K mg of Iſratl, for he' 
had made [ndab ngked,and tranſereſſed ſore againſt the Lord, So inthe 20.verſc againe it is - 
ſaid, Thet THgath Filnezer, k mg of Ajſyria came unto bim,and «iſtrefed tim, bit trengthned 
him not, for ahaz took 4 portion out of the henſe of the Loi d, and out cf the houſe sftbe ing, and 
of the Princes, cmd gave it unto the Kg of Ajſy11a, but ke hiIped hin not. Thete you ice was 
alſo ſo much of the treaſure ot the land loft, Again it is laid, #hat in the time of bis diſtreſſe 
Le did treſpajje yet more agatuſt the Lord. (This 18 that King 4bax, ) for he ſacrificed unts te 
Gods of Davie which ſmcte kim: and he ſaid , becauſe the Gods of the K mg) of Syria Lelpe 
them,the: fire Will | ſacrifice to them, that they may help wie : but they were the ruine of him, * 
and of all [ſrze/, To this lamentable condition was [7c] now brought, through the 
wickedncſic of this man. How much better had it bin forthem'to have exec ured the 
judgement of the Lord upon him , who in his moſt juſt and righteous Law required,- 
tat ail {d:laters, widhout relpeR of perſons, /bould be deſtroyed; and had given more then 
an o:din:ry charge concerning this parcicular, then, by the neglest of the execution of - 
J4:i, ro have brought therwlelvs to that miſerable condition wherin they were, both + 
in <{c&t of their lonttes and bodies. And who knows whether God might not lay the 
keavier load upon them, for this tneir contempt, 10 not obey ing his Commandement; 
whereas if 10 be they had done this , they might ill have continued in the fayour of 
God.and bin a blefled and renowned people as their predeceſſours were. 

Bur if it ſhall be faid , Why did they not execute ju/tice in this Kind upon him, and 
other their Idolatrous Kings, it ſeems there was lomwhat more then ordinary in it, 11 
that it was omitted ? a 

I anſwer, It was no marvaile they did neglect the execution of juſtice in this regard 
upon their Kings , when as they were & carelefle to doe it upon common and priyare 
perſons : for we never read that eyer there, was ſo much as any one perſon, after the 
were come in:o the promiſed poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan,that they did put to death 
for their Idolatry, of what kind or condition ſoever they were : and if his were thus o= 
micted upon perſons of ordinary and mean ranke and qualitic,how ſhould it be expe=- 
Red that it ſhould be executed upon their Kings. | 
. Yet belides allthis that bath bin faid,to ſhew the unreaſonablenefle and falſenefle of 
this Nepolition(that K ings are unaccountable for their attions, and may not be reſiſted, though 
they doe thoſe th gs that tre never ſd diſhonourable to God, cnd prejudicial and burtfull to thewr 


' Subje*ts) there may ſomwhat more be ſaid with reference to the Wiſdome of God, For © 


how is it poſſible to be i nagined, that He who is fo infixitely wiſe ( haying in His #n= 
ſearchable underſtanding appointed Government as the-only meanes tor his peoples hap- 

y and well being here on carth, ſhould leave His people in ſuch a condition, that if fo 
b the meanes and inſtruments, which he hath ordained for their gocd, ſhould riſe up 


" againſt chem to their de/trut*1cn, they ſhould have no power leſt them to lielp themſelvs, 


nor meanes to proyide for their own fafety - buy mult be faine tro ſubmit themlſelysro 
their wills and pleaſures, How doth this add xefle&t upon the Wo—ug and | 
3 _» Provi- 


Providence of God; and is it not manifeſt and apparent that Gods endy and intenti.. © 
© ons in Government are hereby quite fruſtrated and yoid. fo as that,chat which he hath 
appoinced for his peoples greatelt benefit and ſecurity , ſhould rurn to their -greatett 
_ hurtand miſchict. And this were the next way, inſtead of making God the «uthour of 

peace, x Cor,x.4 33. make him the chiefeſt authour of all diſorder and confuſion. For 
lerany man judge that hath but the ordinary under{{anding ef. a man , it this be not 
occaſion lufhcient to make eyon the belt of Kings(if God doc not give rhem more then 
an ordinary meaſure of his Grace) to become Tyrants, and to live as they lift, when 
they are perſwaded that they may doe what they lift, and none may controule them, 
Thertore for the more tull clearing of that which hath bin alrcady aid, it will not 
|beamiſle to ſearch a lictle narrowly into the meaning of that place,Kom,r 3.1 &<. and 
{o to acquaint our ſelyes what that poWer is, which the Apoſtle there calls te ordinance of 
God, Let every ſoule be ſubje t unto the vigher pyWwers. for there is no p/Wwer but of God, the powers 
that be are ordaiu'd of God. They are Magittrates that are here meant by theſe powers,and 
theſe powers the Apoſtle ſaith are of God, NowT aske, did ever God giye a pover unto 
any for the deſtruction of his people, and of rhole that are committed to their charge ? 
is this the Ordinance of God tor Kings and Rulers to ſeek rhe undoing and ruine of 
> their people ? Surely no, God did appoint them for his peoples good , as before was 
ſhewed ; and thus much alſo the Apoſtle declares to us here in the words following , 
verſe 3. Rulers are not a terrour to good works, but to the evill, Wilt thou not be afraid of t 
power? doe that Which is good and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame.for be is the miniſter of God 29 * 
thee for good, &c. (Here by the way this ſhews unto us , that the ats of Kings for the 
good of their people, are not aCts of Grace, as ſome flatterers would make them, but 
they are acts of Dutie, which God requires from them towards their people.) 
And belides, let us haye a reſpeR unto Kings and (Governours too, as they are a 1- 
mane ordinance.as the Apoſtle calls them, as you heard before, x Pet.2.123.&c, Didever 
the people who elected them, give them any fuch power as to rule them according to 
their Ws and pleaſures ? If they have, what made they thoſe good Laws for, according 
to which they Covenanted for to goyern them > And therfore as the Apoſtle before 
| faith, they are the ordinance of God with reſpet to their peoples good; ſo here the Apoſtle 
ſaith, they are the ordinance af man with reſpeR to the ſame : For ſo he faith , Submit your 
ſelves to every crdinance of man for the Lords ſake, whether unto the King as ſupreme , or unto 
Governours,as they that are ſent by him; What for > Or to what end? (furely not for their 
deſtruRtion, but to be inſtruments of their well being, for lo it followes ) for the yh 
ment of evill doers, and for the _—_ of them that doe well. Therforc hence I fay, If Kings 
who are Ordained by God and Choſen by Men, for this end, to be infruments of good 
totheir People, doe contrarily abuſe their Authority, wherewichall they are intruſted 
both by God and Man. to the hurt and de/tru:tion of their People : if in this caſe the 
Peopl: to preſerye themſelvg doe Rand upon their own Defence, and take up Armes « 

. for their own protettzon, they do not reſiſt the 11 dinance *f God, nor come within the reach 

' ofthe Apoſtles cenſure,as thoſe that for fo doing /hall receive damnation, 
Here is one thing yet more that I have to ſay concerning the Unlimited P reroga= 
tive. andfol hall niſh this Diſcourſe ; and that is, Whatgood can there come by 
aſcribing ſuch a Power ? For every circumſtance in voint of Goyernment muſt have 
reſpe&t unto ſome good or other,cither for the glory of God, or for the benefit of the Peojle - 
if to be that thev conduce not to theſe ends, they are utterly to be rejected. as finfull and 


BCE 


obnoxious, For God never gave Magiſtrates any ſuch power , as to be —— in 
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Sceaking his Commandemients ; or to become terrible and dreadfull to their People : 
bur chjs He requires, that they elpecially, whom He and His People have trufied with © 
poWer and Magi/tracte , ſhould by their example honour God in a holy and Cone. 
ver/ation, and be comfortable and profitable to their People, rhrough their pions,jeaceable,and 
Reltgious government. ; | ; 2 
Burt how or which way doth it appear tha: the unlimited Prerogative hath, or can have © 
reſpect to any ſuch ends : nay re«ſ0n tells us the contrary;and We have learned atmuch 
by the beſt ot Schoolmaſters,to wirt,experience; And if the Spirit of God fay true,a great” 
deale of evill and miſchief may come by it, but no good ar all as eyer I could read. 
Thus much we may perceiye, it we will look into that place in the 17.Deut,1$. where © 
the Spirit of God ſpeaking concerning the King , when he ſhall come to fit upon the * 
Throne of his Kingdome, He (/all write (faith he) « coppie of this Lav in « Booke,out of that © 
Whic\ is before the Priejts the Levites, and it ſball be with him; and he ſball read therem all the 
dayes of bis life, $9at ke may learne to feate the Lord bis God,to keep all t2e words of this Iavv, and © 
theſe >ttates to do them, Here we ſee the rule. which God would have Kings apply theme * 
felyes unto in governing of their People, bur here i« no grantor Charter that God at : 
411 hath givenchem, to rule them according to their Wis and pleaſures ; and he binds - 
them within the compaſle of His Law, And it cannot bedenied bur that theſe Statutes ' 
and Commandements of God betore ſpoken of, require paſſrve as well as attive Obe- 
dience.For whar is here ſaid uuto Kings, js oftentimes in this Book, and clſe where, 
ſaid unto the People ; and I belceyec there is none will fay , bur that they are required * 
therby to obey in both kinds : why not Kings then as well as others; for here isno - 
exception. Nay the Spirit of God here gives us a ſufficient realon, that they ought fa. 
ro doe,inthe words tollowing.;tor fo it is faid, leaſt his heart be lifted up above bis brethren, © 
He torelaw what miſchief wou!d come of it, if Kinzs ſhould have any ſuch Unlimi- 
ted Power allowed them. And indeed how can it other wiſe be, but they muſt needs * 
exccedingly {well with Pride, when they ſhall be made like God, ſubje& to no Laws. 
And whargloe they elſe, that a{Cribe ſuch a poer unto them, as that they are no waies 
accountable, or puni/hable for any ations that they doe ? Is not this the yery next way to 
cauſe chem to deſpiſe and trample their People under their fer , as if they were ſocx- 
ceedingly beneath them (though in truth they be the ſame, and equall with them, in 
refpect ot their nature and beinz, (thertore the Spiric of God here calls them their Bre= 
tberen) tye difference only lying in their power and Mazi/tracie) and to make them for- 
ger themſelyes and their humane condition , as if they were a degree above Men , by 
exalting them above all Laws, as it by yertue of their place and Dignitic, their yery 
nature were changed into theDivine. | 
Beſides this, itis further worth the marking , what other eyill conſequence will be 
readie to follow.if iuch a power,as is ſaid before, ſhould be aſcribed. Thertore it is faid: 
in the next words (that he tune not aſide from the Commandement, to the 11ght hand or to the 
left) as who ſhould fay,to give Kings ſuch a power ag is Unlimited and diſreſponiable, 
it is the yery next way to cauſe them to preſume and take libertytorhemſelves;how they: 
lit and when they lift to break the Commandemen's of God, and to caſt his Precepts 
behind their backs, 
Here we ce now the evill that comes by this Prerogative , I would any one could 
ſhew me what that good is that doth from ir aciſe ; or whete in all the Scripture it is 
ſaid,that Kings ſhall nit be accountable for what they dre, 1 perſwade my ſeite that ic will 
be a taske too hard tor any man to undertake. - N | 
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* Bychis i 'gppeares , what Enemies they are to the Common-vealef;, and what a 
$ [von milchicf they doe, that teach ſuch Doccine 23 Kings Qnlimired Power, and 
_ ho þ Gans they ,cutt needs bz both inthe fight of 50d and Men, that teach mien 
| toerre from Gods Commandements; and to conclude all in a word, I may here fay to 

{uch as our Saviour doth, Mat>, 5.19. Wheſoever ſhall break one of the leaſt of by Come 


UgY 


+ - mantements, and hal teach men ſ+ to doe, (hall be call'd the lesjt in $he Kingdome of heaven. 
1 ; g's alſo Imay well remember them ofthe words of tl:a: | ye pres of the Apo- 
Ml { ſeud them [trons Deluſ'< 
ons that they may be/erve 4 lye,thit all they might be damned that brleeve not the truth ,- but had 
 Pleaſwrein unrighteonſneſſe, ; | 

E-doe not much queſtion but that this paper may light of thoſe that will not ſpare 
tolay Cenſure hard enough upon it; and it is not unlikely but it may ſuffer under 
— *thatterrible name of Treaſon 3 yer I fay it would be well for them betore they thoort 
\their bolt,to confider.wiſely with themlelves what they doe leatt otherwiſe they prove 
to be ſuch as fall foule upon the Truth of God , and fo be found to be ſuch as tiyhe a= 
-gainſt Him , whichif they doe, let themſelves judge how it is like to be with them, 
Butler it be as it will,yetthe comfort is,ir is not che fieſt rime that Truth hath (uffer'd 
under as bad a Cenſure as this can be : and let them that are enemies to this Truth doe 
.whar they can, yet let me tell them that Truth is ſtrong, and ſhall preyaile ; and that 

* howſoever it may bebla med by thoſe that hate it, yer ir ſhall never be aſhamed, And as a 
-  allTruth oughtto be known, fo eſpeciallie eyery Truth in its chicteſt time and ſeaſon : 
for the Wiſe man ſaith, Pro,2g.rr. A word ſpoken in due ſeaſon, 1s like apples of gild in 
| 4 ures of ilver,then it is moſt like to do good,,and then molt acceptable and delightfull, 
| Thave ſpoken a few words upon this theame the rather ,, that hereby atleaſt 1 mighe 
F proyore thoſe of better judgements,and are able to lay farre more of this point then my 
-+ ſelfe, according to the neceſfitie of the times to ſpeak in this behslfe. ifthey be jovers of 
__ hi ng,of the Truth,and oftheir Countrie : And fo I commend it tothe bleſſing of 


e, 2 Thteſ.2.11, whichare truly verified in theſe men.Godb: 
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